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1. India's Ukraine-Russia Peace Diplomacy and Poland
Outreach

UPSC SYLLABUS / RELEVANCE  GS II: International Relations; India-Europe relations; effects of global conflict on
India.

WHY IN NEWS External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said India remains in continuous touch
with both Ukraine and Russia and is exploring ideas that may help mitigate or
end the conflict. His Poland engagement also covered supply-chain resilience
and food, fuel and fertiliser security.

BACKGROUND / CONTEXT Russia's full-scale war in Ukraine transformed Europe's security environment
and intensified NATO's eastern-flank role. India has avoided joining military
blocs or sanctions coalitions while repeatedly calling for dialogue and
diplomacy. At the same time, India has expanded engagement with Central and
Eastern Europe. India and Poland elevated ties to a Strategic Partnership in
2024 and adopted a Joint Action Plan for 2024-28. Poland's location between
Germany, Ukraine, Belarus, the Baltic region and Central Europe makes it
strategically important for European security and trade.

PRELIMS PERSPECTIVE

* Poland is a member of both the European Union (EU) and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).

* Strategic autonomy means independent decision-making; it is not identical to neutrality.

* The Black Sea is central to grain, energy and maritime-security debates linked to the conflict.

* For India, the war affects energy, fertilisers, food prices, shipping, sanctions exposure and relations with Russia, Europe
and the US.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE

* India can preserve communication channels with competing parties and support humanitarian or confidence-building
measures.

» The diplomatic challenge is to reconcile strategic flexibility with support for sovereignty, territorial integrity and
international law.

* A prolonged conflict creates economic spillovers for the Global South and strengthens the case for diversified energy
and fertiliser supply chains.

* Poland offers India a gateway for deeper economic, defence and political engagement with Central and Eastern Europe.
Current trigger: Indian Express, 5 Sep 2026.

COLOUR MAP PRACTICE
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2. GSLV-F17 and EOS-05: Persistent Earth Observation

UPSC SYLLABUS / RELEVANCE  GS IlI: Space technology; disaster management; indigenisation.

WHY IN NEWS ISRO successfully launched GSLV-F17 carrying EOS-05, adding an important
Earth-observation capability from geosynchronous orbit.

BACKGROUND / CONTEXT India's remote-sensing programme has traditionally relied heavily on satellites
in Low Earth Orbit (LEO) and Sun-Synchronous Orbit (SSO), which offer detailed
images but revisit a location periodically. A geosynchronous platform remains
aligned with Earth's rotational period and can repeatedly observe a broad
region. This creates a complementary architecture: high-altitude persistence
for frequent monitoring and lower-orbit satellites for finer spatial detail. Such
layered observation is especially relevant for fast-evolving disasters,
weather-linked events and maritime awareness.

PRELIMS PERSPECTIVE

* GSLV = Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle; EOS = Earth Observation Satellite.

* A geostationary orbit is a special circular, equatorial, prograde geosynchronous orbit.

* Spatial resolution means ground detail; temporal resolution means how frequently a location can be observed.

» Earth observation supports agriculture, disaster management, oceans, infrastructure, environment and strategic
applications.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE

 Persistent observation can reduce information gaps during cyclones, floods, forest fires and maritime incidents.

 Satellite capability must be matched by secure ground stations, rapid data processing and geospatial analytics.

* A mixed GEO/GSO-LEO architecture can combine temporal persistence with spatial detail.

* Domestic private-sector participation can deepen launch, satellite, component and downstream geospatial capabilities.

Current trigger: PIB/PMO, 4 Sep 2026.
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3. Geothermal Energy: Puga Valley and India's Firm
Renewable Option

UPSC SYLLABUS / RELEVANCE  GS IlI: Energy security; renewable energy; climate change; science and
technology.

WHY IN NEWS A PIB backgrounder highlighted India's geothermal policy and the
commissioning of the first two geothermal wells at Puga Valley, Ladakh,
supporting evaluation of a demonstration project.

BACKGROUND / CONTEXT Geothermal energy taps heat stored inside Earth, generated by residual
planetary heat and radioactive decay. India's geothermal manifestations occur
in several tectonic and geological provinces, including the Himalayan region.
Puga Valley in Ladakh is among the best-known prospects because of hot
springs, high heat flow and favourable tectonic conditions. India notified a
National Policy on Geothermal Energy in 2025, with the Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy (MNRE) as the nodal ministry. Geothermal is important
because, unlike solar and wind, viable reservoirs can supply firm power and
direct heat.

PRELIMS PERSPECTIVE
* Puga Valley is in Ladakh.

* Hydrothermal systems use naturally occurring hot fluids; Enhanced Geothermal Systems (EGS) improve permeability in
hot rock.

* Geothermal resources are often associated with tectonic faults, volcanic zones, hot springs and high heat flow.

* Direct uses include heating, drying and industrial thermal applications.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE

* Potential: round-the-clock low-carbon energy, small surface footprint and value in remote cold regions.

» Constraints: exploration risk, drilling cost, corrosion, mineral scaling, water chemistry and possible induced seismicity.
* Oil-and-gas drilling expertise can potentially support geothermal exploration and well engineering.

* Policy should emphasise resource mapping, exploration-risk sharing, pilots and environmental safeguards.

Current trigger: PIB Backgrounder, 4 Sep 2026.

COLOUR MAP PRACTICE
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Practice: mark Ladakh and geothermal belts; add Himalayvan tectonic context.
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4. CAQM Inspection in Nuh: Airshed Governance
UPSC SYLLABUS / RELEVANCE  GS Ill: Environment and pollution; GS IlI: regulatory governance.

WHY IN NEWS CAQM inspected industrial units in Nuh, Haryana and reported several
compliance gaps involving pollution-control systems, dust, diesel generator
sets, fuels and emissions monitoring.

BACKGROUND / CONTEXT Delhi-NCR's air-pollution problem is regional rather than confined to Delhi's
municipal boundary. Industrial clusters, transport corridors, construction dust,
biomass burning and other sources across Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Delhi interact with wind patterns and winter inversion. The Commission for
Air Quality Management in NCR and Adjoining Areas (CAQM) was created to
improve coordination across this fragmented regulatory geography. Nuh is part
of Haryana's NCR landscape and therefore matters in an airshed-based
approach.

PRELIMS PERSPECTIVE

* CAQM = Commission for Air Quality Management in National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas.
e CPCB = Central Pollution Control Board; SPCB = State Pollution Control Board.

* OCEMS = Online Continuous Emission Monitoring System.

* An airshed is a geographic area sharing air-mass and pollution-dispersion characteristics.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE

 City-only restrictions cannot address pollution transported across state borders.

* Regional emissions inventories and interoperable monitoring can improve source attribution and enforcement.
e Continuous monitoring requires reliable calibration, audit and action on violations.

* Durable improvement requires cleaner fuels, transport reform, dust control and year-round enforcement rather than
seasonal emergency action.

Current trigger: PIB/MoEFCC, 4 Sep 2026.

COLOUR MAP PRACTICE

Delhi-NCR Airshed: Regional Pollution Governance
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Practice: mark NCR nodes and draw arrows for regional pollutant transport.
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5. NCPCR Child-Labour Rescue Campaign: Rescue to
Rehabilitation

UPSC SYLLABUS / RELEVANCE  GS II: Vulnerable sections; child rights; social justice.

WHY IN NEWS NCPCR reported that more than 3,800 children were rescued during a
nationwide child-labour rescue and rehabilitation campaign, with hundreds of
FIRs registered.

BACKGROUND / CONTEXT Child labour in India is closely linked to poverty, migration, trafficking, debt,
informal employment and school exclusion. Constitutional and statutory
protections prohibit exploitative child employment, but enforcement is difficult
in dispersed supply chains and small establishments. NCPCR is a statutory
child-rights body under the Commission for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005.
Effective rehabilitation requires coordination among labour departments,
police, education authorities, Child Welfare Committees and social-protection
systems.

PRELIMS PERSPECTIVE

e Article 24 prohibits employment of children below 14 years in factories, mines and hazardous employment.

* NCPCR is a statutory body.

* RTE = Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education.

* Rescue must be followed by age verification, investigation, compensation, schooling, family support and follow-up.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE

* Rescue figures measure immediate enforcement; long-term school retention and freedom from exploitation measure
outcomes.

* Migrant families need portable education and welfare access.
* Supply-chain subcontracting can conceal child labour and requires due diligence.

* District case tracking should integrate police, labour, education and child-protection institutions.
Current trigger: PIB/NCPCR, 4 Sep 2026.
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6. NFRA Advisory Committee: Audit Quality and
Technology

UPSC SYLLABUS / RELEVANCE  GS Ill: Economy and corporate governance; GS Il: accountability institutions.

WHY IN NEWS NFRA constituted an Advisory Committee on Audit Quality, Assurance and
Technology.
BACKGROUND / CONTEXT Corporate failures and financial misreporting have repeatedly demonstrated

that audit quality is central to investor confidence and market integrity. NFRA
was established under the Companies Act framework as an independent
oversight mechanism for accounting and auditing standards and specified
auditors/entities. Meanwhile, Artificial Intelligence (Al), data analytics and
automated testing are changing audit practice by allowing larger transaction
populations to be examined. The regulatory challenge is to gain the benefits of
technology without weakening professional scepticism and accountability.

PRELIMS PERSPECTIVE

* NFRA = National Financial Reporting Authority.

* MCA = Ministry of Corporate Affairs; ICAI = Institute of Chartered Accountants of India.

e Audit quality depends on independence, evidence, professional scepticism and quality-control systems.
* Technology can expand testing but creates model, cyber, explainability and vendor risks.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE
e Al can improve anomaly detection and allow more continuous assurance.
e Automation bias may cause auditors to over-trust machine outputs.
* Regulators need access to technology-enabled audit trails and validation processes.
* Human professional judgement and legal responsibility must remain identifiable.
Current trigger: PIB/NFRA, 4 Sep 2026.
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7. India-EU FTA: Market Access, Standards and
Strategic Trade

UPSC SYLLABUS / RELEVANCE  GS II: India-EU relations; GS IllI: trade, industry and external sector.

WHY IN NEWS The Commerce Ministry highlighted opportunities from the India-EU Free Trade
Agreement for farmers, MSMEs, innovators, startups and businesses.

BACKGROUND / CONTEXT India and the European Union have sought a deeper economic partnership
amid supply-chain reconfiguration, geopolitical competition and the search for
trusted trade partners. Modern FTAs are no longer limited to tariff reduction:
they increasingly cover services, investment, standards, sustainability,
intellectual property, digital rules and government regulation. The EU is a
high-income market but also a demanding regulatory space, so India's ability to
use tariff preferences will depend on standards compliance, certification,
logistics and rules of origin.

PRELIMS PERSPECTIVE

* FTA = Free Trade Agreement; MSME = Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise.

* Rules of origin determine whether a product qualifies for preferential treatment.

e An FTA differs from a customs union because members retain separate external tariffs.

* Non-tariff measures include standards, certification, sanitary rules and technical regulations.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE

* Opportunities include export diversification, investment, technology flows and more resilient supply chains.

* Challenges include stringent standards, traceability, carbon-related measures and adjustment pressure on sensitive
sectors.

* MSMEs may face disproportionately high certification and documentation costs.
* The policy focus should be preference utilisation, testing infrastructure, logistics and targeted adjustment support.
Current trigger: PIB/Commerce Ministry, 4 Sep 2026.
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Practice: shade EU/NATO members separately; label Baltic Sea and Black Sea.
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8. India-Belgium Defence Industrial Cooperation
UPSC SYLLABUS / RELEVANCE  GS II: Bilateral relations; GS Ill: defence indigenisation.

WHY IN NEWS India and Belgium called for deeper defence-industrial collaboration through
co-development and co-production.

BACKGROUND / CONTEXT India's defence procurement policy has gradually moved from direct imports
toward domestic production, indigenous design and partnerships that build
technological capability. Belgium is an EU and NATO member with advanced
industrial and technology capabilities. Co-development and co-production can
offer deeper learning than simple licensed assembly, but only if contracts
provide meaningful access to design knowledge, testing, maintenance,
intellectual property and upgrade rights.

PRELIMS PERSPECTIVE

* Belgium is a member of the EU and NATO.

* R&D; = Research and Development; IP = Intellectual Property.

* Co-development shares design/R&D; effort; co-production shares manufacturing.
* India's defence industrial corridors are in Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE

* European partnerships can diversify technology sources and integrate Indian firms into global value chains.
* Local assembly alone may leave dependence on imported engines, electronics, software or spares.

* Technology-transfer depth, export rights and lifecycle autonomy should be explicit procurement criteria.

* MSME participation and indigenous design capacity are essential for durable self-reliance.
Current trigger: PIB/Ministry of Defence, 3 Sep 2026.

COLOUR MAP PRACTICE
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Practice: shade EU/NATO members separately; label Baltic Sea and Black Sea.
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9. SUMAN Roadmap 2030: Maternal and Newborn Care

UPSC SYLLABUS / RELEVANCE  GS II: Health; women and children; social-sector governance.

WHY IN NEWS The Health Ministry convened a national workshop on SUMAN Roadmap 2030,
focusing on zero preventable maternal and newborn deaths and targeted
strategies for high-focus states and districts.

BACKGROUND / CONTEXT India has reduced maternal and infant mortality over the long term, but
preventable deaths remain unevenly distributed across states and districts.
Maternal survival depends not only on institutional delivery but on a continuum
that begins with adolescent health and nutrition, continues through antenatal
screening and skilled childbirth, and extends into postnatal and newborn care.
Referral transport, blood availability, First Referral Units (FRUs), respectful
maternity care and death surveillance determine whether nominal coverage
translates into quality outcomes.

PRELIMS PERSPECTIVE

* SUMAN = Surakshit Matritva Aashwasan; MMR = Maternal Mortality Ratio.

* NHM = National Health Mission; FRU = First Referral Unit.

* Continuum of care links stages of life and levels of the health system.

* Major preventable risks include anaemia, hypertension, haemorrhage, sepsis and referral delays.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE

* High-focus district strategies can target the largest local causes of preventable mortality.
* Respectful care affects trust, timely utilisation and patient experience.

* Maternal/perinatal death surveillance should identify avoidable system failures.

* Digital tracking can support continuity but should include migrants and protect privacy.
Current trigger: PIB/MoHFW, 3 Sep 2026.
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10. VISHWAS 2026 and EPF Disputes
UPSC SYLLABUS / RELEVANCE  GS II: Social security and labour governance; GS IlI: formalisation.

WHY IN NEWS EPFO urged eligible establishments to settle long-pending EPF damages
disputes under VISHWAS, 2026, a one-time settlement initiative.

BACKGROUND / CONTEXT Provident-fund compliance disputes can remain unresolved for years because
of contested damages, procedural delays and litigation. One-time settlement
schemes are designed to clear legacy disputes by offering a defined concession
in exchange for payment and closure. Their governance challenge is to
distinguish genuine legacy friction from strategic non-compliance. Repeated
amnesties may encourage firms to delay compliance in anticipation of future
relief, while workers' principal social-security entitlements must remain
protected.

PRELIMS PERSPECTIVE

* EPFO = Employees' Provident Fund Organisation; EPF = Employees' Provident Fund.

* EPFO functions under the Ministry of Labour and Employment.

e OTS = One-Time Settlement.

* Moral hazard arises when relief changes incentives in a way that encourages future risky or non-compliant behaviour.
MAINS PERSPECTIVE

e Settlement can reduce litigation and improve recovery of contested dues.

* Repeated amnesties may be unfair to compliant establishments and weaken deterrence.

* Schemes should be exceptional, transparent and time-bound.

* Future compliance requires predictable damages, better notices, mediation and risk-based inspection.
Current trigger: PIB/EPFO, 3-4 Sep 2026.

UPSC DAILY NEWSPAPER ANALYSIS | 05 SEPTEMBER 2026 Page 12



RAMKRISHNA MISSION GEO IAS
NEWTOWN, VIVEK TIRTH | www.geoias.in | 9477560002 @
i o s

EDITORIAL & OPINION — MODEL
ANSWERS

ONLY 3 MODEL ANSWERS | 15 MARKS | 250 WORDS EACH

These are analytical Mains answers derived from editorial/opinion themes rather than routine news reports.
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MODEL ANSWER 1

Global capital is becoming more expensive: How should
India preserve macroeconomic resilience?

15 Marks | 250 Words

Editorial basis: Indian Express editorial, 5 September 2026 — “Economy weathers a storm, but more turbulence lies ahead.” The editorial
notes India's recent resilience but flags rising long-term interest rates in developed economies, which can pull capital toward relatively
safer high-yield assets and away from emerging markets.

INTRODUCTION India's strong domestic growth provides a buffer against external shocks, but a
world of higher long-term interest rates can tighten global liquidity and raise the
cost of attracting foreign capital. The policy challenge is therefore to convert
cyclical resilience into durable macroeconomic strength.

WHY THE RISK MATTERS Higher US, UK or Japanese yields can reduce the relative attractiveness of
emerging-market assets. This may pressure portfolio flows, the rupee and
domestic financial conditions. Temporary instruments that compensate investors
for currency risk can provide relief, but they cannot substitute for stronger
fundamentals.

POLICY PRIORITIES India should continue credible fiscal consolidation, contain the current-account
deficit, deepen exports and improve the competitiveness of manufacturing. Lower
input costs through rational import duties, predictable regulation, better logistics
and stable trade policy can support exporters. A deeper domestic bond market and
stable long-term foreign direct investment are preferable to excessive dependence
on volatile portfolio flows.

CRITICAL PERSPECTIVE Growth alone does not guarantee capital stability. Investors also assess inflation,
fiscal credibility, external balances, institutional predictability and expected
currency returns. Policy must therefore avoid short-term measures that socialise
private currency risk without addressing structural weaknesses.

CONCLUSION India can navigate tighter global finance by combining growth with
macroeconomic discipline, export competitiveness and policy credibility. Durable
foreign capital is attracted less by temporary incentives than by confidence in
long-term economic fundamentals.
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India's GDP debate is not only about the growth rate; it
is also about trust in economic statistics. Discuss.

15 Marks | 250 Words

Opinion basis: Indian Express opinion pieces, 3-4 September 2026, presented competing assessments of the new GDP data—one stressing
corroboration from high-frequency indicators and another questioning data credibility and revisions.

INTRODUCTION

WHY THE DEBATE
MATTERS

HOW CREDIBILITY IS
BUILT

INSTITUTIONAL
DIMENSION

CONCLUSION

Official statistics are public infrastructure. GDP estimates guide fiscal policy,
monetary policy, investment and public debate; therefore both methodological
quality and public trust are essential.

A new statistical series can legitimately revise base years, datasets, deflators and
estimation methods. Large revisions are not automatically evidence of error. At the
same time, unexplained discontinuities, opaque back-series construction or weak
communication can create doubts even when the underlying methodology is
defensible.

Statistical agencies should publish detailed methodology, revision schedules,
source-data limitations and bridge tables explaining changes between old and new
series. Independent peer review, timely surveys and greater access to anonymised
underlying datasets can improve scrutiny. High-frequency indicators should be
used as corroborating evidence, not as substitutes for a transparent
national-accounts framework.

Professional autonomy of statistical institutions matters because data must be
trusted across political cycles. Communication should acknowledge uncertainty
rather than present preliminary estimates as final precision.

The right response to disagreement is neither automatic dismissal of official data
nor reflexive suspicion. Transparent methods, independent institutions and
reproducible evidence are the strongest foundations for confidence in India's
growth statistics.
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MODEL ANSWER 3

Why does India need more integrated energy
governance for the transition to a low-carbon
economy?

15 Marks | 250 Words

Opinion basis: Indian Express opinion, 3 September 2026 — “India needs one Ministry of Energy, not five,” which argues that fragmented

institutional responsibility can impede coherent energy-security and transition policy.

INTRODUCTION India's energy transition simultaneously involves electricity, coal, petroleum,
natural gas, renewables, storage, grids, efficiency and emerging fuels. These
sectors are technologically interconnected but institutionally fragmented, creating
coordination costs.

CASE FOR INTEGRATION Electric mobility affects both petroleum demand and electricity systems; green
hydrogen links renewable power with fertiliser, refining and industry; coal
transition affects power reliability and regional employment. Integrated planning
can improve demand forecasting, infrastructure sequencing and assessment of
cross-sector trade-offs.

WHAT INTEGRATION A unified energy-planning framework should coordinate long-term scenarios, data
SHOULD ACHIEVE standards, grid and fuel infrastructure, strategic reserves, energy efficiency and
transition finance. It can also reduce contradictory incentives—for example,
simultaneous subsidies or regulations that push different fuels in conflicting
directions.

CAUTIONS Administrative merger alone is not a reform. Excessive centralisation can weaken
specialised expertise and federal participation. States, regulators and sectoral
agencies must retain operational roles, while coordination focuses on common
data, planning and accountability.

WAY FORWARD AND India needs an empowered whole-of-government energy architecture—whether
CORIELLE O through institutional consolidation or a strong coordinating mechanism—supported
by an integrated energy database and transparent transition pathways. The goal is
not bureaucratic uniformity but coherent decisions that jointly advance
affordability, security and decarbonisation.
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