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TODAY'’S EDITION

10 FRESH CURRENT AFFAIRS ONLY e Previous-week repeats filtered ¢ Detailed Prelims + Mains treatment ¢ Original
map practice « Model answers « MCQs ¢ Essay & interview enrichment

Classroom-quality structured edition
Designed for revision, answer writing and Prelims elimination practice.
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TODAY'S 10 HIGH-RETURN CURRENT AFFAIRS

1
2
3
4
5.
6
7
8
9

. Bihar-Jharkhand Sone River Water-Sharing Settlement

. Departmental Summit on Water Security: From Coverage to Sustainable Service

. Maharashtra Electoral-Roll Revision: Inclusion, Accuracy and Due Process

. AFT Reinstates Agniveer: Military Discipline within Rule of Law

Strait of Hormuz: West Asia Tensions and India’s Energy-Security Exposure

. Kavach 4.0: Scaling Indigenous Automatic Train Protection

. DGFT Automated Free Sale & Commerce Certificates: Risk-Based Digital Regulation
. Sugar Stock-Holding Limits: Inflation Control versus Market Predictability

. Onion Buffer & “Kanda Express”: Logistics as Price-Stabilisation Policy

10. IMD September Outlook: Below-Normal Rainfall under Strong EI Nifio

HOW TO USE THIS HANDOUT

First reading: Why in News + Concept. Prelims revision: blue fact boxes + maps. Mains: multidimensional analysis +
significance/challenges + way forward. Final revision: 30-second diagram and probable questions.

ANTI-REPETITION FILTER

Topics already covered in the available previous-week GEO IAS editions—such as SCO/Central Asia, Q1 GDP 7.8%
and Bengaluru tunnel-road controversy—have not been repeated here unless a substantive new development warrants
it.
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1. Bihar-Jharkhand Sone River Water-Sharing Settlement

UPSC SYLLABUS & PYQ RELEVANCE

GS II: Federalism, inter-State relations | GS Ill: Water resources & irrigation

WHY IN NEWS

Bihar and Jharkhand signed an MoU to settle a 25-year-old dispute over Sone River water. The agreement allocates
5.75 MAF to Bihar and 2 MAF to Jharkhand and is a useful contemporary example of negotiated cooperative federalism.

CONTEXT & BACKGROUND

The Sone rises near Amarkantak and is a major right-bank tributary of the Ganga. Its basin spans central and eastern India.
The dispute emerged after Jharkhand was carved out of Bihar in 2000 and involved allocation, reservoirs and irrigation
projects.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED

Constitutional architecture: Entry 17, State List covers water subject to Union List Entry 56 on regulation and
development of inter-State rivers. Article 262 empowers Parliament to provide for adjudication of inter-State river disputes.
The Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956 provides a tribunal framework, but negotiated agreements remain possible.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE + TRAPS

* Sone/Son - right-bank tributary of Ganga.

« Source region —» Amarkantak plateau.

« Article 262 - inter-State river-water disputes.

* Union List Entry 56 - inter-State rivers/river valleys.
* Do not assume every dispute must go to a tribunal.

MAINS — MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS

Federal: consensual settlement can reduce zero-sum litigation and strengthen Centre-State-State coordination.
Economic: predictable allocation improves irrigation planning, cropping decisions and drinking-water security.

Climate: fixed historical averages may become unreliable under rainfall variability; distress-year rules matter.
Institutional: data sharing, reservoir-operation protocols and compliance monitoring determine whether an MoU endures.

WHY THIS MATTERS / SIGNIFICANCE

A settlement is significant because it shifts the focus from adjudicating entitlement to jointly managing a shared basin. It
can also become a template for early political negotiation before disputes harden into prolonged litigation.

ISSUES & CHALLENGES

Hydrological data disputes; drought-year allocation; upstream-downstream asymmetry; ecological-flow neglect;
groundwater-surface-water interaction; weak monitoring and absence of automatic review clauses.

WAY FORWARD

Create a permanent joint board; real-time telemetry; transparent basin dashboard; seasonal and distress-sharing formula;
coordinated reservoir operation; ecological-flow safeguards; five-year climate-adjusted review.

30-SECOND ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Shared basin — common data - negotiated allocation - joint monitoring — distress-sharing - resilient federalism

POSSIBLE PRELIMS QUESTION
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How do Article 262 and Union List Entry 56 relate to inter-State river governance?

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

“Negotiated water settlements can complement, but cannot substitute for, robust river-basin institutions.” Discuss.

Source: PIB/MHA, 31 Aug 2026; Indian Express Explained, 1 Sep 2026
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2. Departmental Summit on Water Security: From Coverage to
Sustainable Service

UPSC SYLLABUS & PYQ RELEVANCE

GS II: Cooperative federalism & governance | GS lll: Water security

WHY IN NEWS

The Ministry of Jal Shakti convened the first Departmental Summit under a new Centre-State cooperative-federalism
format. The 1-2 September summit focuses on timely water infrastructure, Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari, drinking-water
source sustainability and Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0.

CONTEXT & BACKGROUND

India’s water challenge is increasingly a service-delivery challenge: a tap connection is useful only when the source is
reliable, water is safe, and operation & maintenance are financed. JJM 2.0 extends the mission to December 2028 and
emphasises sustainability, digital monitoring and community ownership.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED

Key distinction: infrastructure coverage # water security. Water security combines availability, quality, access, reliability,
ecosystem sustainability and resilience. Cooperative federalism is essential because water is primarily a State subject while
Union financing, technical standards and inter-State coordination remain important.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE + TRAPS

¢ JIM - rural household tap-water service delivery.

« Summit pillars: infrastructure, Catch the Rain/public participation, source sustainability, O&M; under JIM 2.0.
» Source sustainability means keeping the raw-water source viable over time.

« Avoid equating pipe creation with assured service.

MAINS — MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS

Governance: departmental summits can convert broad federal consultation into time-bound sectoral action plans.
Fiscal: lifecycle O&M; needs predictable funding, not only capital grants.

Ecological: aquifer recharge, watershed protection and demand management must accompany extraction.

Local governance: Gram Panchayats/VWSCs need technical and financial capacity.

Digital: scheme-level monitoring can improve accountability but should not become target-only compliance.

WHY THIS MATTERS / SIGNIFICANCE

It represents a shift from “asset creation” to “service outcomes” and from fragmented schemes to convergence among
drinking water, watershed, groundwater and local governance.

ISSUES & CHALLENGES

Fragmented departments; weak local capacity; non-revenue water; groundwater stress; source contamination;
maintenance gaps; one-size-fits-all targets; climate extremes.

WAY FORWARD

Village water budgets; aquifer mapping; source-sustainability plans; service-level audits; lifecycle costing; convergence with
watershed programmes; community-led monitoring; outcome-linked but flexible federal financing.

30-SECOND ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Source - recharge - treatment - distribution - O&M; - water-quality audit — reliable household service
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POSSIBLE PRELIMS QUESTION

Why is “source sustainability” different from household tap connectivity?

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

India’s drinking-water policy must move from infrastructure creation to sustainable public-service delivery. Analyse.

Source: PMO/PIB, 1 Sep 2026; JIM 2.0 official releases
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3. Maharashtra Electoral-Roll Revision: Inclusion, Accuracy and
Due Process

UPSC SYLLABUS & PYQ RELEVANCE

GS |lI: Elections, Election Commission, RPA

WHY IN NEWS

A major revision of Maharashtra’s electoral rolls triggered debate after a large number of names from the pre-revision
roll did not appear in the draft. The Election Commission stressed that draft-stage omissions are not equivalent to final
deletions because claims and objections remain open.

CONTEXT & BACKGROUND

Electoral rolls are dynamic legal registers. Revision removes deceased, duplicate, shifted or otherwise ineligible entries
while adding newly eligible citizens. Urban migration, rental housing and address changes complicate roll maintenance.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED

Article 324 vests the superintendence, direction and control of elections in the Election Commission. The Representation of
the People Act, 1950 substantially covers electoral rolls and allocation of seats; the 1951 Act substantially deals with
conduct of elections, qualifications/disqualifications and election disputes.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE + TRAPS

* Article 324 - ECI.

* RPA 1950 - electoral rolls/allocation framework.

* RPA 1951 - conduct of elections/election disputes, among other matters.

« Draft roll is provisional; claims/objections are a due-process safeguard.

« Integrity requires preventing both wrongful inclusion and wrongful exclusion.

MAINS — MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS

Democratic: wrongful exclusion directly impairs universal adult franchise; wrongful inclusion undermines confidence in roll
accuracy.

Administrative: bulk data matching can create false positives unless field verification and reasoned decisions follow.
Equity: migrants, tenants, elderly and digitally excluded citizens may bear higher documentation/search costs.

Trust: transparency in categories of changes matters as much as aggregate numbers.

WHY THIS MATTERS / SIGNIFICANCE

A credible roll is foundational public infrastructure for democracy. The correct benchmark is not “maximum deletion” but
maximum verified inclusion of eligible citizens with auditable removal of ineligible entries.

ISSUES & CHALLENGES

Documentation burdens; weak notice; digital exclusion; inconsistent booth-level implementation; duplicate-address
complexities; politicisation; limited auditability.

WAY FORWARD

Proactive notice; booth-level assistance; online + physical search; reason-coded proposed exclusion; adequate objection
window; statistical audits; public category-wise dashboards; accessible appellate remedies.

30-SECOND ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Verification — draft — notice — claim/objection — speaking decision - correction - final roll - audit
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POSSIBLE PRELIMS QUESTION

Which Act is more directly associated with preparation of electoral rolls: RPA 1950 or RPA 1951?

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

Electoral integrity requires equal vigilance against wrongful inclusion and wrongful exclusion. Examine.

Source: Indian Express, 1 Sep 2026; constitutional/statutory background
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4. AFT Reinstates Agniveer: Military Discipline within Rule of Law

UPSC SYLLABUS & PYQ RELEVANCE

GS II: Tribunals, judiciary, rule of law | GS Ill: Defence personnel policy

WHY IN NEWS

The Armed Forces Tribunal set aside the discharge of an Agniveer over non-disclosure of a criminal case connected
with an incident when he was a minor, ordering reinstatement. The dispute raised questions of disclosure, juvenile
justice and compliance with earlier judicial protection.

CONTEXT & BACKGROUND

The Armed Forces Tribunal is a statutory specialised tribunal created by the Armed Forces Tribunal Act, 2007. It deals with
service matters and appeals arising from court-martial decisions within its jurisdiction. Military administration requires
discipline, but administrative power remains subject to law and judicial orders.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED

Rule-of-law principle: specialised institutions do not operate outside constitutional legality. Proportionality: adverse
action should bear a rational and proportionate relationship to misconduct. Juvenile justice: the legal system emphasises
rehabilitation and limits lifelong stigma for acts committed as a child.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE + TRAPS

* AFT — Armed Forces Tribunal Act, 2007.

« Distinguish AFT from a court martial.

« Military discipline does not nullify judicial review/rule of law.
« Juvenile-justice protections are rehabilitation-oriented.

MAINS — MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS

Institutional discipline: forces legitimately demand candour and high conduct standards.

Fair administration: recruitment forms must clearly state legally relevant disclosure obligations.

Judicial hierarchy: executive authorities must correctly implement binding court directions.

Human-resource governance: disproportionate exclusion can waste trained manpower and conflict with rehabilitative law.

WHY THIS MATTERS / SIGNIFICANCE

The case is useful for GS-II because it illustrates how national-security institutions reconcile operational discipline with
constitutional administrative law.

ISSUES & CHALLENGES

Ambiguous forms; overbroad disclosure clauses; inconsistent interpretation of juvenile records; delay in legal
clarification; tension between integrity screening and rehabilitation.

WAY FORWARD

Legally vetted disclosure forms; explicit juvenile-record guidance; reasoned speaking orders; proportionality review;
compliance cells for judicial directions; time-bound grievance redress.

30-SECOND ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Recruitment standard — disclosure - verification — proportionality test — reasoned order — tribunal/judicial review

POSSIBLE PRELIMS QUESTION
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The Armed Forces Tribunal is established under which statute?

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

“Military necessity strengthens, rather than weakens, the need for precise and lawful administrative procedure.” Discuss.

Source: Indian Express Legal, 1 Sep 2026
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5. Strait of Hormuz: West Asia Tensions and India’s
Energy-Security Exposure

UPSC SYLLABUS & PYQ RELEVANCE

GS II: International Relations | GS Ill: Energy security & external sector

WHY IN NEWS

Renewed US-Iran tensions have again placed the Strait of Hormuz at the centre of global energy-security calculations.
Even without a complete physical closure, risk perception can raise freight, insurance and crude/LNG costs.

CONTEXT & BACKGROUND

Hormuz is the narrow maritime passage between Iran and Oman connecting the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of Oman and
Arabian Sea. Major Gulf hydrocarbon exporters depend heavily on this route. India’s vulnerability arises from import
dependence, shipping exposure and a large diaspora in West Asia.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED

Energy security has four dimensions: availability, affordability, accessibility and acceptability/sustainability. Maritime
chokepoints convert geopolitical risk into economic risk through price, freight, insurance and delivery uncertainty.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE + TRAPS

* Hormuz: Persian Gulf « Gulf of Oman.

« Iran lies north; Oman/Musandam to south.

* Do not confuse with Bab-el-Mandeb (Red Sea—Gulf of Aden) or Malacca.
« Chokepoint disruption can affect prices even before physical supply stops.

MAINS — MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS

Macro-economy: higher oil can widen trade/current-account deficit, weaken rupee and add inflation.
Diplomacy: India must balance Gulf partners, Iran, US ties and strategic autonomy.

Security: naval presence, maritime-domain awareness and seafarer protection matter.

Transition: renewable energy and efficiency are also geopolitical-risk hedges.

Diaspora: evacuation and remittance continuity are additional concerns.

WHY THIS MATTERS / SIGNIFICANCE

Hormuz demonstrates that energy security is not simply “buying oil from many countries”; route diversification, reserves,
refining flexibility and diplomacy are equally important.

ISSUES & CHALLENGES

Limited bypass capacity; war-risk insurance; tanker availability; SPR size/rotation; simultaneous shipping chokepoint
shocks; diplomatic constraints.

WAY FORWARD

Diversify suppliers/routes; strengthen strategic petroleum reserves; flexible refinery sourcing; maritime surveillance;
emergency shipping/insurance protocols; renewables/EV/efficiency; sustained de-escalatory diplomacy.

30-SECOND ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Geopolitical shock — chokepoint risk — freight/insurance + oil price — CAD/rupee/inflation — policy response
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POSSIBLE PRELIMS QUESTION

Which water bodies are connected by the Strait of Hormuz?

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

Maritime chokepoints are a macroeconomic vulnerability for India, not merely a naval-security concern. Explain.

Source: Contemporary Indian Express coverage, 2 Sep 2026; geographic background
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6. Kavach 4.0: Scaling Indigenous Automatic Train Protection

UPSC SYLLABUS & PYQ RELEVANCE

GS lllI: Infrastructure, Railways, Science & Technology

WHY IN NEWS

Indian Railways approved m 170 crore for Kavach Version 4.0 across the remaining 712 route-km of Moradabad
Division, Northern Railway. The project extends an indigenous safety-critical train-protection system.

CONTEXT & BACKGROUND

Kavach is an Automatic Train Protection (ATP) system. It assists the loco pilot by enforcing safe operation, including
automatic braking in defined unsafe conditions such as Signal Passing at Danger and overspeed situations.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED

A safety-critical ATP architecture combines onboard equipment, trackside/signalling inputs, communication links and
fail-safe braking logic. Route-km measures route length and differs from track-km where multiple tracks may run on the
same route.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE + TRAPS

« Kavach = indigenous ATP, not a generic signalling replacement.

» Helps prevent SPAD and controls unsafe speed through automatic intervention.

¢ 712 route-km, Moradabad Division, Northern Railway; approved cost m 170 crore.
* Route-km # track-km.

MAINS — MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS

Safety: reduces dependence on human reaction alone.

Atmanirbhar Bharat: domestic safety-critical capability can reduce technology dependence.

Industrial: scaling requires vendor capacity, testing and standardisation.

Cyber: connected signalling demands cybersecurity and redundancy.

Systems view: ATP complements—not replaces—track renewal, signalling discipline, staffing and maintenance culture.

WHY THIS MATTERS / SIGNIFICANCE

Kavach is a strong example of indigenisation where the policy objective is not only manufacturing but dependable
certification and lifecycle maintenance of safety-critical technology.

ISSUES & CHALLENGES

Interoperability; rollout speed; radio reliability; cybersecurity; vendor bottlenecks; maintenance skills; independent safety
validation; legacy signalling integration.

WAY FORWARD

Risk-ranked corridors first; independent certification; fail-safe redundancy; cybersecurity testing; maintenance cadre;
transparent reliability metrics; integrate with signalling/track modernisation.

30-SECOND ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Signal/input - onboard logic - risk detected - warning — automatic brake — safe separation

POSSIBLE PRELIMS QUESTION
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Kavach is best classified as which type of railway technology?

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

Technology can reduce railway accidents only when embedded in a broader safety-management system. Discuss with
reference to Kavach.

Source: PIB/Railways, 1 Sep 2026
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7. DGFT Automated Free Sale & Commerce Certificates:
Risk-Based Digital Regulation

UPSC SYLLABUS & PYQ RELEVANCE

GS II: E-governance | GS llI: External trade & ease of doing business

WHY IN NEWS

DGFT enabled automated issuance of eligible Free Sale and Commerce Certificates (FSCs), while retaining scrutiny for
cases that trigger risk or verification requirements.

CONTEXT & BACKGROUND

FSCs can be requested by importing jurisdictions as evidence that specified products are freely sold/traded in the exporting
country. The reform uses straight-through processing for routine low-risk applications and exception-based scrutiny for
flagged cases.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED

Risk-based regulation allocates regulatory attention according to assessed risk rather than treating every transaction
identically. The model can lower compliance time while preserving scrutiny where needed. DGFT functions under the
Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce & Industry.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE + TRAPS

* DGFT - Department of Commerce.

* DGFT is distinct from CBIC/customs assessment.

« Automation does not mean absence of regulation; high-risk cases can be scrutinised.
* FSC is a trade facilitation/certification instrument.

MAINS — MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS

Ease of doing business: faster routine approvals lower transaction costs.
Integrity: reduced discretionary touchpoints can curb rent-seeking.

State capacity: officials can focus on high-risk exceptions.

Digital rights: automated flags need explainability, audit trails and human review.
Trade: predictable certification can improve export responsiveness.

WHY THIS MATTERS / SIGNIFICANCE

This is a useful governance example of “minimum necessary human intervention” rather than deregulation—automation
can strengthen regulation if auditability and appeal are built in.

ISSUES & CHALLENGES

Opaque risk parameters; false positives; cybersecurity; poor data quality; interoperability gaps; exclusion of firms with
weak digital capacity.

WAY FORWARD

Service standards; reasoned exception notices; human appeal; periodic algorithm audits; secure APIs; interoperable
single-window systems; publish turnaround/error metrics.

30-SECOND ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Application — validation — low-risk auto issue / risk flag — human scrutiny — appeal/audit
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POSSIBLE PRELIMS QUESTION

DGFT functions under which department and ministry?

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

Evaluate risk-based automation as a tool for simultaneously improving regulatory capacity and ease of doing business.

Source: PIB/DGFT, 1 Sep 2026
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8. Sugar Stock-Holding Limits: Inflation Control versus Market
Predictability

UPSC SYLLABUS & PYQ RELEVANCE

GS lll: Food management, inflation, agriculture & market regulation

WHY IN NEWS

The Union Government reduced the sugar stock-holding limit for dealers to 2,000 quintals from 15 September for a
specified period, as part of measures aimed at adequate market availability and price stability.

CONTEXT & BACKGROUND

Stock limits seek to discourage excessive inventory accumulation/hoarding and release supplies into the market. Sugar
policy is unusually interconnected: sugarcane pricing, mill liquidity, domestic stocks, exports and ethanol diversion influence
one another.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED

Stock limits are market-regulation tools; they are different from MSP, public procurement and buffer-stock release. Their
effectiveness depends on whether a price spike reflects hoarding, genuine shortage, logistics or expectations.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE + TRAPS

« Stock limit # MSP.

« Stock limit # buffer procurement.

 Sugar is linked to ethanol policy through permitted feedstock diversion.
« Temporary controls need clear period/sunset conditions.

MAINS — MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS

Inflation: can moderate speculative stocking in the short run.

Business: frequent ad-hoc limits can disrupt legitimate inventory and contracts.
Farmers: sugar-market stress can transmit to cane-payment arrears.

Energy: ethanol diversion creates a food-fuel-policy linkage.

Governance: real-time stock data improves calibration.

WHY THIS MATTERS / SIGNIFICANCE

The measure highlights the policy trade-off between rapid consumer-price intervention and the need for predictable
agricultural-market rules.

ISSUES & CHALLENGES

Misdiagnosing shortage; compliance burden; regulatory uncertainty; regional inventory needs; leakage; conflict with
export/ethanol decisions.

WAY FORWARD

Rule-based triggers; stock dashboards; sunset clauses; predictable export/ethanol policy; competition enforcement; protect
timely cane payments; periodic impact evaluation.

30-SECOND ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Price spike — diagnose cause - targeted stock rule — monitor availability — sunset - structural reform
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POSSIBLE PRELIMS QUESTION

How are stock-holding limits different from buffer-stock operations?

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

Short-term food-price controls are justified only when embedded in predictable, data-driven market policy. Discuss.

Source: PIB, Department of Food & Public Distribution, 1 Sep 2026
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9. Onion Buffer & “Kanda Express”: Logistics as
Price-Stabilisation Policy

UPSC SYLLABUS & PYQ RELEVANCE

GS llI: Food inflation, agricultural marketing, storage & logistics

WHY IN NEWS

The Government expanded calibrated release of onion buffer stocks through rail rakes branded “Kanda Express” and
road transport, using cooperative channels to move onions towards consuming centres.

CONTEXT & BACKGROUND

Onion prices are volatile because production is seasonal and geographically concentrated, the commodity is perishable,
storage losses can be high and weather shocks quickly affect arrivals. Buffer procurement under the Price Stabilisation
Fund allows releases during seasonal tightness.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED

A buffer works as a shock absorber: procure in periods of adequate supply, store scientifically and release when
scarcity/price spikes emerge. Logistics determines whether the buffer reaches deficit markets before quality deteriorates.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE + TRAPS

* NAFED - agricultural cooperative marketing federation.

* NCCF - consumer cooperative federation.

« Onion price-stabilisation buffer differs from central foodgrain stocks for food-security operations.
« Rail can improve bulk inter-regional movement.

MAINS — MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS

Consumer: targeted releases can moderate temporary spikes.

Farmer: procurement can support prices if calibrated well.

Logistics: rail-road multimodal movement improves spatial arbitrage.

Storage: poor curing/ventilation can destroy the buffer itself.

Structural: repeated emergency intervention signals inadequate storage, forecasting or processing.

WHY THIS MATTERS / SIGNIFICANCE

The policy shows that inflation management can be a supply-chain problem rather than only a monetary-policy problem.

ISSUES & CHALLENGES

Storage wastage; procurement timing; release transparency; local market power; crop forecast errors; regional
mismatch; risk of suppressing farmer prices.

WAY FORWARD

Modern onion storage; crop/arrival forecasting; transparent procurement-release triggers; processing/dehydration; FPO
aggregation; multimodal logistics; PSF outcome audits.

30-SECOND ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Harvest surplus — buffer procurement - scientific storage — deficit-market signal - rail/road release - price
moderation
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POSSIBLE PRELIMS QUESTION

Why are NAFED and NCCF relevant to onion price stabilisation?

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

Food inflation management increasingly requires logistics and storage policy, not merely administrative price controls.
Analyse.

Source: PIB, Department of Consumer Affairs, 1 Sep 2026

UPSC DAILY NEWSPAPER ANALYSIS | 02 SEPTEMBER 2026 Page 20



RAMKRISHNA MISSION GEO IAS

NEWTOWN, VIVEK TIRTH | www.geoias.in | 9477560002 C@
el

iz, st

10. IMD September Outlook: Below-Normal Rainfall under Strong
El Nifio

UPSC SYLLABUS & PYQ RELEVANCE

GS I: Climatology & monsoon | GS IlI: Agriculture, water & disaster management

WHY IN NEWS

IMD’s September 2026 outlook assessed all-India monthly rainfall as most likely below normal. Strong El Nifio
conditions prevailed, while the forecast also indicated spatial variation: some parts of northwest, northeast, east,
east-central and southeast peninsular India could receive normal to above-normal rainfall.

CONTEXT & BACKGROUND

September is the final month of the southwest monsoon and matters for standing kharif crops, soil moisture and reservoir
carryover. El Nifio is anomalous warming in the central/eastern equatorial Pacific associated with changes in the Walker
circulation.

CONCEPT EXPLAINED

ENSO-monsoon linkage is probabilistic, not deterministic. 10D, intra-seasonal oscillations and regional circulation can
modify outcomes. National averages can hide simultaneous district-level drought and flood risk.

PRELIMS FACT ZONE + TRAPS

* ENSO - tropical Pacific.

« El Nifio often weakens Indian monsoon, but not invariably.

¢ LPA = Long Period Average.

* IMD September outlook: all-India rainfall most likely below normal.

« Positive IOD may support monsoon conditions but does not mechanically cancel El Nifio.

MAINS — MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS

Agriculture: late-season deficit affects grain filling, protective irrigation and rabi soil moisture.
Water: reservoir carryover influences winter irrigation and hydropower.

Inflation: crop stress can transmit to food prices.

Disaster: below-normal national rainfall does not rule out local extreme rainfall.
Governance: probabilistic forecasts need district-level contingency action.

WHY THIS MATTERS / SIGNIFICANCE

The forecast is a reminder that climate services become valuable only when translated into decisions—crop advisories,
reservoir rules, drought preparedness and risk communication.

ISSUES & CHALLENGES

Forecast uncertainty; spatial averaging; irrigation inequity; weak last-mile advisories; reservoir coordination; compound
heat-drought risk.

WAY FORWARD

District crop-contingency plans; micro/protective irrigation; reservoir coordination; fodder/seed reserves; insurance
readiness; agro-met advisories; communicate probabilities, not certainties.

‘ 30-SECOND ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM ‘
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Pacific SST warming — Walker circulation change — monsoon teleconnection - rainfall variability — crop/water
response

POSSIBLE PRELIMS QUESTION

Why is it incorrect to say that El Nifio always causes drought in India?

POSSIBLE MAINS QUESTION

Climate forecasting must be converted into anticipatory governance to have developmental value. Discuss with
reference to the monsoon.

Source: IMD Monthly Outlook for September 2026, issued 31 Aug 2026
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ORIGINAL MAP PRACTICE — STUDY + REDRAW

Use each map for 30—-45 second location practice. These are original revision locators created for this edition; use
official/Survey of India references for authoritative boundary depiction.

MAP 1 — Sone River & Bihar-Jharkhand context

ORIGINAL MAP PRACTICE 1: Sone River - Bihar-Jharkhand Water Sharing

Patna

Ranchi

Revision locator drawn for GEO IAS; use Survey of India/official atlas for authoritative boundaries.

Mark Amarkantak, Sone, Ganga, Bihar, Jharkhand, Dehri/Indrapuri. Add one note: “right-bank tributary of Ganga”.

MAP 2 — Strait of Hormuz
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ORIGINAL MAP PRACTICE 2: Strait of Hormuz & Persian Gulf

/3

Bandar Abbas
37 Strait of Hormuz

g Bubai . 2,

Muscat

Mark Iran, Oman, UAE, Persian Gulf, Gulf of Oman and the Strait of Hormuz.

Mark Iran, Oman, UAE, Persian Gulf, Gulf of Oman and Hormuz. Then contrast with Bab-el-Mandeb.

MAP 3 — September Monsoon Practice

ORIGINAL MAP PRACTICE 3: India - September Monsoon Revision

-~

Shade forecast regions yourself from the IMD outlook; intentionally kept as a clean practice base.
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Shade likely below-normal/normal-above-normal regions from the IMD outlook and connect them with kharif

crops/reservoirs.

MAP 4 — Moradabad / Kavach Locator

ORIGINAL MAP PRACTICE 4: Moradabad Division - North India Locator

N

Delhi

Lucknow

Use for Kavach 4.0 rail-safety location practice.

Locate Moradabad relative to Delhi, Bareilly and Lucknow; remember Northern Railway context.
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10 UPSC-PATTERN PRELIMS MCQs

Q1. With reference to inter-State river-water governance, consider: 1. Article 262 concerns inter-State river
disputes. 2. Union List Entry 56 concerns regulation/development of inter-State rivers. 3. Every disagreement
must constitutionally go to a tribunal.

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d1,2and 3

ANSWER: (b)

1 and 2 are correct. Statement 3 is absolute and incorrect: negotiated settlements are possible.

Q2. Which best describes “source sustainability” in rural drinking-water governance?

(a) Installing pipes regardless of source

(b) Ensuring the source remains adequate and reliable over time
(c) Replacing groundwater entirely with desalination

(d) Limiting service to drought districts

ANSWER: (b)

It concerns long-term quantity/reliability of the source, including recharge and demand management.

Q3. Consider the pairs: 1. RPA 1950—electoral rolls 2. RPA 1951—conduct of elections 3. Article 324—Election
Commission. How many are correctly matched?

(a) One

(b) Two

(c) All three
(d) None

ANSWER: (c)

All three are broadly correct for UPSC purposes.

Q4. The Armed Forces Tribunal was established under:

(a) Army Act 1950

(b) Armed Forces Tribunal Act 2007
(c) NSA 1980

(d) Administrative Tribunals Act 1985

ANSWER: (b)

AFT is a statutory tribunal under the 2007 Act.

Q5. The Strait of Hormuz connects:

(a) Red Sea—Gulf of Aden

(b) Persian Gulf—Gulf of Oman
(c) Mediterranean—Red Sea
(d) Black Sea—Mediterranean

ANSWER: (b)
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Hormuz is the outlet of the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman/Arabian Sea system.
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Q6. Kavach is best described as:

(a) Satellite freight tracking only

(b) Indigenous Automatic Train Protection system
(c) High-speed coach design

(d) Railway accounting software

ANSWER: (b)

Kavach is an indigenous ATP safety system.

Q7. DGFT functions under:

(a) Finance Ministry

(b) Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce & Industry
(c) Consumer Affairs Ministry

(d) MSME Ministry

ANSWER: (b)

DGFT is under the Department of Commerce.

Q8. Stock-holding limits primarily seek to:

(a) Guarantee MSP

(b) Discourage excessive stocking and improve availability
(c) Replace all buffers

(d) Fix exchange rate

ANSWER: (b)

They are market-regulation tools, not MSP or exchange-rate tools.

Q9. NAFED and NCCF are relevant to onion-buffer operations because they are associated with:

(a) Nuclear fuel

(b) Cooperative marketing/consumer distribution
(c) Monetary policy

(d) Port regulation

ANSWER: (b)

They are cooperative-sector institutions used in procurement/distribution and market intervention.

Q10. Which statement on El Nifio is most accurate?

(a) Warming of western Indian Ocean only

(b) It guarantees drought in India

(c) Anomalous warming in central/eastern equatorial Pacific that often influences Indian monsoon
(d) Itis identical to IOD

ANSWER: (c)

ENSO is Pacific-based and its influence on India is probabilistic, not deterministic.
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3 MAINS QUESTIONS — EXAM-READY MODEL ANSWERS

Q1. “Cooperative federalism in water governance must move beyond allocation
disputes towards joint basin management.” Discuss. (250 words)

MODEL ANSWER

Introduction: Rivers follow hydrological basins while governmental authority follows political boundaries. This structural
mismatch makes inter-State water governance a recurring test of Indian federalism.

Constitutional-institutional context: Water is primarily a State subject, subject to Union List Entry 56, while Article 262
enables Parliament to provide for adjudication of inter-State river disputes. Yet adjudication alone cannot manage a
dynamic basin.

Why joint basin management is necessary: (1) climate variability alters dependable flows; (2) upstream land use
affects downstream runoff and sediment; (3) reservoirs influence irrigation, floods and drought simultaneously; (4)
groundwater extraction changes surface-water dependence; and (5) ecological flows cannot be protected through
state-wise quotas alone. The Bihar-Jharkhand Sone settlement demonstrates the value of political negotiation, but its
durability will depend on common data, seasonal operating rules, distress-sharing and monitoring.

Way forward: permanent joint institutions, real-time telemetry, public hydrological dashboards, reservoir coordination,
ecological-flow norms, pre-agreed drought formulas and periodic climate-adjusted review. Technical bodies should
support—not replace—political accountability.

Conclusion: Cooperative federalism matures when States stop viewing river water as a fixed divisible asset and begin
treating the basin as a shared, variable ecological system.
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Q2. Electoral-roll integrity requires simultaneous protection against wrongful inclusion
and wrongful exclusion. Examine. (250 words)

MODEL ANSWER

Introduction: Universal adult franchise is meaningful only when electoral rolls are both accurate and inclusive.
Therefore roll integrity has two symmetrical risks: an ineligible name retained and an eligible citizen excluded.

Need for revision: Death, migration, duplicate registration, address change and newly eligible voters make periodic
revision unavoidable. Article 324 places constitutional responsibility for election superintendence with the Election
Commission, while the RPA 1950 provides the principal statutory framework for electoral rolls.

Risk of wrongful exclusion: bulk data matching, weak notice, documentation burdens and digital-search failures can
disproportionately affect migrants, tenants, elderly persons and weaker groups. Exclusion directly denies the vote. Risk
of wrongful inclusion: duplicates, deceased or shifted entries reduce confidence in the register and can fuel
allegations about electoral integrity.

Due-process solution: draft publication must be followed by accessible claims and objections, proactive individual
notice, booth-level assistance, reasoned orders, searchable online and physical rolls and adequate correction time.
Category-wise public reporting and statistical audits can improve trust without exposing personal data.

Conclusion: The objective is neither maximum deletion nor maximum retention; it is maximum verified inclusion of
every eligible elector and removal only through fair, reviewable procedure.
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Q3. Food-price stabilisation should use emergency interventions as shock absorbers,
not substitutes for structural agricultural reform. Discuss. (250 words)

MODEL ANSWER

Introduction: Food inflation arises from production shocks, perishability, storage, logistics, market power and
expectations. Consequently, temporary administrative measures cannot by themselves create durable price stability.

Role of emergency tools: Sugar stock limits can discourage excessive inventory accumulation when speculative
stocking contributes to price pressure. Onion-buffer releases through NAFED/NCCF and Kanda Express can quickly
move stocks towards deficit markets. These measures can cushion short-lived shocks and protect consumers.

Limitations: poorly calibrated stock limits may penalise legitimate inventory and create regulatory uncertainty. Buffer
operations can suffer procurement errors and storage wastage. Repeated intervention can suppress farmer incentives if
releases are mistimed. Onion volatility reflects seasonal concentration and inadequate scientific storage, while sugar is
linked to cane pricing, mill liquidity, exports and ethanol diversion.

Structural agenda: scientific storage, crop/arrival forecasting, processing and dehydration, FPO aggregation,
multimodal logistics, competition enforcement, predictable trade and ethanol policy, and transparent real-time stock
data. Emergency interventions should have rule-based triggers and sunset clauses.

Conclusion: Buffers and stock limits should absorb temporary shocks; resilient value chains, better information and
predictable policy must carry the burden of long-term food-price stability.
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ESSAY « INTERVIEW « LAST-MINUTE REVISION

ESSAY FODDER — 5 LINES WORTH REMEMBERING

1. Cooperative federalism is strongest when shared data converts political bargaining into joint problem-solving.
2. Democratic integrity requires both accuracy of the roll and accessibility of the vote.

3. Energy transition is also a strategy for reducing geopolitical vulnerability.

4. Technology improves safety only when institutions, maintenance and accountability improve with it.

5. Climate information becomes public value only when forecasts trigger anticipatory local action.

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

« Should negotiated river-water agreements be preferred over tribunals?

« How would you protect electoral-roll accuracy without excluding migrants?
¢ |s India sulfficiently prepared for a Hormuz shock?

» Can automation reduce corruption without creating algorithmic opacity?

* Why can below-normal all-India rainfall coexist with local floods?

30-SECOND REVISION CHAINS

Water federalism: shared data — joint institution — seasonal allocation - distress rule - resilience

Electoral rolls: verification — draft » notice - claims - reasoned correction - final roll

Food inflation: shock - storage/logistics — price spike — targeted intervention — structural supply reform

El Nifio: Pacific SST warming — Walker circulation . monsoon teleconnection - rainfall variability — contingency
planning

SOURCE INTEGRITY NOTE

Primary official releases have been preferred where available. Newspaper reporting is used for developments not fully
covered by official releases. No inaccessible newspaper page number or article text has been invented.
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