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UPSC DAILY
NEWSPAPER ANALYSIS

01 SEPTEMBER 2026 | DETAILED STANDALONE EDITION

WHAT IS DIFFERENT IN THIS EDITION

Every major current-affairs item is expanded as a teaching note: Why in News -> Background/Concepts -> Prelims Factual -> Mains
Perspective -> Answer-Writing Diagram -> Source Note. It is designed to be usable without another current-affairs source.

FRESHNESS & SOURCE INTEGRITY

The 31 August topic basket was used as the anti-repeat baseline. Current developments were re-verified on 1 September 2026
using Indian Express reporting and primary sources including MoSPI/PIB, IMD, ECI and Government of India releases. The Hindu
was not directly retrievable; no inaccessible Hindu headline, page number or content has been fabricated.

UPSC METHOD

Read the explanatory background first. Memorise the green factual box for Prelims. Use the red Mains box to build 150/250-word
answers. Reproduce the yellow flow diagram in 20-30 seconds where relevant.
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1. Q1 FY 2026-27 GDP: 7.8% Growth - Reading Beyond the Headline

GS-lll: Indian Economy - growth, national income, investment, employment; Prelims: GDP/GVA, constant vs current prices

MoSPI released the first-quarter national accounts on 31 August. Real GDP grew 7.8% year-on-year in April-June 2026-27, while
nominal GDP grew 10.3%. The release uses the new national-accounts series with base year 2022-23. The news matters because
the number beat the RBI's earlier 7% estimate, but the policy debate is about composition, jobs, investment and resilience.

BACKGROUND / CONCEPTUAL EXPLANATION

What GDP measures: GDP is the monetary value of final goods and services produced within the domestic territory during a period.
Real GDP removes the effect of price changes by using constant prices; nominal GDP is measured at current prices.

GDP vs GVA: Gross Value Added measures value created by producers. GDP at market prices is obtained after adding product taxes
and subtracting product subsidies from aggregate GVA.

Why the base year changed: In February 2026, MoSPI shifted the GDP base from 2011-12 to 2022-23. Base-year revision updates the
economic structure, classifications, data sources and deflators. The new series incorporates new high-frequency indicators and updated
price/industrial series.

Why revisions happen: Quarterly GDP initially uses incomplete/high-frequency data. As annual surveys, company accounts and
administrative data become available, estimates can be revised. A preliminary quarterly number should therefore be read as an informed
estimate, not an immutable count.

PRELIMS FACTUAL - MUST REVISE

* New GDP series base year: 2022-23, replacing 2011-12.

* Q1 FY 2026-27 real GDP growth: 7.8%; nominal GDP growth: 10.3%.

« Constant-price growth approximates volume/output growth; current-price growth includes price effects.

* GDP = GVA + product taxes - product subsidies.

A base-year revision is different from a routine annual revision because it can change methodology, sources, classifications and
deflation strategy.

* UPSC trap: a high real-GDP growth rate does not automatically imply equal growth in employment, per-capita income or
household welfare.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE - ANALYSIS

« Positive signals: Stronger manufacturing/services and construction can indicate broad supply-side momentum. Healthy private
consumption supports demand, while capital formation/public capex can crowd in private investment.

* Quality-of-growth test: UPSC answers should ask whether growth is employment-intensive, productivity-enhancing,
geographically broad and accompanied by rising real wages. Headline GDP can rise even when particular groups or sectors remain
stressed.

« External vulnerability: India remains a major crude importer. High oil prices can widen the current account, raise input costs and
transmit into inflation. Trade fragmentation can affect exports and investment.

 Climate channel: A weak monsoon or strong El Nino can affect agriculture, food prices, rural demand and monetary policy. Thus
macroeconomic resilience is linked to climate resilience.

« Policy direction: Improve logistics, skills and ease of doing business; deepen MSME credit; strengthen manufacturing value
chains; maintain fiscal-monetary stability; and track jobs, productivity, real wages and per-capita income alongside GDP.

ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Headline GDP -> sectoral composition -> consumption & investment -> jobs/productivity -> household incomes -> resilience to
oil/climate/trade shocks

Source note: Primary: MoSPI/PIB, Quarterly Estimates of GDP for Q1 FY 2026-27, 31 Aug 2026; MoSPI New GDP Series, 27 Feb 2026.
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2. SIR Draft Electoral Rolls - Integrity, Inclusion and Due Process

GS-lI: Constitution, Election Commission, Representation of the People; Governance; Prelims: Article 324, RPA 1950, voter registration

Draft rolls produced under the Special Intensive Revision have led to very large deletions across phases, making the quality of
electoral rolls a major governance issue. The current debate is not whether rolls should be revised - they must be - but how the
process can remove ineligible entries without excluding eligible citizens.

BACKGROUND / CONCEPTUAL EXPLANATION

Constitutional position: Article 324 vests the superintendence, direction and control of elections in the Election Commission of India.
Electoral rolls are governed principally by the Representation of the People Act, 1950 and the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.

Eligibility: An elector must be an Indian citizen, at least 18 years old with reference to the qualifying date, and ordinarily resident in the
constituency. Four qualifying dates - 1 January, 1 April, 1 July and 1 October - facilitate registration during the year.

Why revision is needed: Rolls accumulate entries of deceased persons, duplicates, shifted residents and data errors. Revision is
essential for 'one eligible citizen, one valid entry".

Why intensive revision is sensitive: Documentation burdens and notice failures can disproportionately affect migrants, elderly
persons, women whose residence/name changes after marriage, homeless citizens and marginalised groups.

PRELIMS FACTUAL - MUST REVISE

« Article 324 - Election Commission's constitutional authority over elections.

* RPA 1950 primarily concerns electoral rolls/seat allocation; RPA 1951 primarily concerns conduct of elections,
qualifications/disqualifications and election disputes.

* Form 6 is used for new voter registration.

« ECI Phase Il SIR covers 16 States and 3 UTs; official voter services provide enumeration/document submission routes.

« A draft roll is not the final roll: claims, objections, hearings and correction mechanisms are part of due process.

* UPSC trap: possession of a voter ID card by itself does not override the legal requirement that the person's name be on the
electoral roll.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE - ANALYSIS

« Roll purity: Duplicate, deceased or non-resident entries can distort administration and weaken confidence in elections.

« Inclusion: Wrongful exclusion is more serious than a routine database error because it directly affects political participation.
Administrative efficiency must therefore be balanced with procedural fairness.

* Due process: Deletion should be based on traceable reasons, notice, opportunity to respond and an accessible appeal/correction
route. Digital systems should supplement, not replace, physical assistance.

« Institutional trust: Publishing deletion categories, error rates, claims accepted/rejected and reasons can reduce political
suspicion.

* Way forward: Multilingual help desks, door-step assistance for vulnerable electors, interoperable but privacy-protecting
databases, independent process audits, transparent dashboards and time-bound disposal of claims/objections.

ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Roll purity + inclusion -> verification -> reasoned notice -> hearing/correction -> audit trail -> trustworthy final roll

Source note: Primary: Election Commission of India SIR 2026 press notes, voter-service portal and ECI voter-registration FAQs; Indian Express, 1 Sep 2026.
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3. Bihar-Jharkhand Sone River Water Agreement - Cooperative Federalism in
Practice

GS-II: Federalism, Inter-State relations; GS-IlI: Water resources; GS-I: Indian river systems

Bihar and Jharkhand signed an MoU on Sone River water sharing on 31 August in the presence of the Union Home Minister. The
Union described it as resolution of a long-standing dispute, with expected benefits for irrigation and drinking water.

BACKGROUND / CONCEPTUAL EXPLANATION

River geography: The Sone (Son) rises near the Amarkantak highlands and flows north-eastwards to join the Ganga. Its basin connects
parts of Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand and Bihar and has long supported irrigation systems.

Why inter-State water is difficult: Political boundaries divide a hydrological system. Upstream storage, seasonal releases, irrigation
demand, drought and floods can create asymmetric interests.

Constitutional framework: Entry 17 of the State List covers water subject to Entry 56 of the Union List, which permits Union
regulation/development of inter-State rivers in the public interest. Article 262 enables Parliament to provide for adjudication of inter-State
river disputes.

Statutory route: The Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956 provides for tribunals. Negotiated agreements can avoid long
adjudication where states can agree on allocation and operating rules.

PRELIMS FACTUAL - MUST REVISE

e Sone is a right-bank/southern tributary of the Ganga system.

* Amarkantak is an important watershed region associated with the Narmada and Sone systems.

« Article 262 concerns inter-State water disputes.

« Union List Entry 56 concerns regulation/development of inter-State rivers and river valleys in the public interest.

» The 31 Aug agreement is an MoU between Bihar and Jharkhand; official statements link it to irrigation and drinking water.
* Related map practice: Rohtas/Dehri, Palamu-Garhwa, Patna/Ganga confluence region.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE - ANALYSIS

 Federal significance: Negotiation converts federalism from a constitutional principle into an operating arrangement. It can reduce
litigation and create predictable seasonal releases.

* Development impact: Reliable water can improve crop planning, drinking-water security and drought management in
water-stressed districts.

» Data problem: Agreements fail when states do not trust discharge, storage or rainfall data. Joint telemetry and public hydrological
datasets are therefore institutional infrastructure.

« Climate challenge: Historical allocations may become unrealistic as rainfall variability and extreme events alter dependable flows.
« Ecological dimension: A river is not only a divisible quantity of water. Sediment, aquatic ecology, groundwater recharge and
environmental flows must be incorporated.

* Way forward: Joint basin board, real-time data, seasonal/drought allocation formula, flood coordination,
groundwater-surface-water integration, environmental-flow norms and periodic review.

ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Shared river basin -> joint data -> negotiated allocation -> drought/flood rules -> irrigation + drinking water + ecological flows

Source note: Primary: PIB/MHA release on Bihar-Jharkhand Sone water MoU, 31 Aug 2026; constitutional/statutory framework.
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4. September Monsoon Outlook - Below Normal National Rainfall, Local Extremes
Still Possible

GS-I: Indian climatology; GS-III: Agriculture, water resources, disaster management; Prelims: LPA, El Nino, monsoon systems

IMD's 31 August monthly outlook says all-India September rainfall is most likely below normal, below 91% of the Long Period
Average. It also notes strong El Nino conditions and above-normal maximum temperatures over most of India. This comes after a
deficient August.

BACKGROUND / CONCEPTUAL EXPLANATION

What LPA means: Long Period Average is a climatological benchmark. IMD states September's all-India LPA, based on 1971-2020
data, is about 167.9 mm.

Spatial distribution matters: A national deficit does not mean every district is dry. IMD expects some areas of northwest, northeast,
east, east-central and southeast peninsular India to receive normal to above-normal rainfall.

Why extremes coexist with deficit: Seasonal totals average rainfall across time and space. A few intense low-pressure-system events
can cause floods even while long dry spells leave the monthly total deficient.

El Nino link: EI Nino is anomalous warming of the central/eastern equatorial Pacific. It often weakens the Indian summer monsoon
statistically, but the relationship is not deterministic because the Indian Ocean, intraseasonal oscillations and synoptic systems also
matter.

PRELIMS FACTUAL - MUST REVISE

» September 2026 all-India rainfall forecast: below normal, <91% of LPA.

* September LPA (1971-2020): about 167.9 mm.

* IMD uses a Multi-Model Ensemble for monthly/seasonal forecasts.

« Strong El Nino conditions prevail over the equatorial Pacific according to the current IMD outlook.

* A low-pressure area/depression over the Bay of Bengal can generate heavy rainfall over east-central India even in an overall
deficient month.

* UPSC trap: 'below-normal monsoon' and ‘'floods" are not contradictory statements.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE - ANALYSIS

« Agriculture: Late kharif crops depend on soil moisture during grain filling. Deficit rainfall can increase irrigation demand and affect
yields.

» Water-energy nexus: Reservoir storage influences irrigation, drinking water and hydropower. A weak September can reduce
carry-over storage for the rabi season.

« Inflation: Crop stress can transmit to food prices, rural incomes and monetary-policy decisions.

* Heat risk: IMD expects above-normal maximum temperatures over most regions, increasing evapotranspiration and heat stress
where rainfall is weak.

» Disaster-management lesson: Drought and flood preparedness must coexist. District-level rainfall, soil moisture and reservoir
status are more useful than national averages for operational decisions.

* Way forward: Agromet advisories, irrigation scheduling, short-duration/drought-tolerant crops, reservoir rule curves, crop
insurance, groundwater budgeting and better sub-seasonal forecasts.

ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

El Nino + ocean/atmosphere conditions -> monsoon distribution -> soil moisture/reservoirs -> crops/hydropower -> food prices &
rural demand

Source note: Primary: IMD Monthly Outlook for Rainfall and Temperature during September 2026, 31 Aug 2026.
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5. GSLV-F17 / EOS-05 - ISRO's Return to Flight

GS-lll: Space technology, indigenisation; Prelims: launch vehicles, Earth observation, Sriharikota

ISRO announced that EOS-05 will be launched by GSLV-F17 from Sriharikota on 4 September at 02:55 am. It would end a roughly
seven-month launch hiatus after the PSLV-C62/EOS-N1 failure in January.

BACKGROUND / CONCEPTUAL EXPLANATION

Launch-vehicle logic: A launch vehicle provides the velocity and trajectory needed to inject a satellite into orbit. Different launchers are
optimised for different payload masses and orbital regimes.

GSLV: India's Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle family uses a cryogenic upper stage in relevant variants and is intended for
heavier missions than the classic PSLV class.

Earth observation: EO satellites use remote-sensing payloads to observe land, ocean, atmosphere and human activity. Applications
include agriculture, disaster management, forestry, water resources, cartography and security.

Return-to-flight: After a failure, space agencies reconstruct the flight sequence, identify root causes, implement corrective actions and
validate hardware/software before the next mission. Reliability is therefore an institutional process, not only a technical property.

PRELIMS FACTUAL - MUST REVISE

» Satish Dhawan Space Centre is at Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.

» EOS = Earth Observation Satellite.

* PSLV and GSLYV are different launch-vehicle families; GSLV is associated with heavier/geosynchronous-class missions.

« Cryogenic propulsion uses propellants stored at very low temperatures; it offers high efficiency but greater engineering complexity.
* Remote sensing may use optical, microwave/radar, thermal or other sensors depending on mission objectives.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE - ANALYSIS

« Strategic significance: Reliable access to space supports communications, navigation, weather, disaster response, resource
management and strategic autonomy.

e Mission assurance: A high launch cadence is valuable only if reliability remains high. Failure investigation should be rigorous and
institutional learning should be preserved.

* Economic dimension: India's commercial-space ambitions require predictable launch schedules and confidence among
domestic/private customers.

* Downstream value: The largest public value often comes not from the launch itself but from usable data products integrated into
agriculture, urban planning and disaster systems.

» Way forward: Redundancy in critical components, stronger quality assurance, domestic electronics/propulsion supply chains,
private-sector integration and open/interoperable EO data products where security permits.

ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Launch failure -> telemetry & root-cause analysis -> corrective design/testing -> return-to-flight -> reliability -> commercial/strategic
confidence

Source note: Current reporting: Indian Express, 1 Sep 2026; ISRO mission announcement.
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6. Modi-Putin Meeting at Bishkek - Strategic Autonomy amid the Russia-Ukraine
War

GS-II: India and major powers, regional groupings, effects of global politics; Prelims: SCO/Central Asia

PM Narendra Modi met Russian President Vladimir Putin in Bishkek on the sidelines of the SCO Summit and urged movement from
an 'endless war' toward an end to the war. Both sides reaffirmed the Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership.

BACKGROUND / CONCEPTUAL EXPLANATION

Long-term relationship: India-Russia cooperation spans defence platforms, nuclear energy, hydrocarbons, fertilizers, space and
multilateral diplomacy.

Strategic partnership: The bilateral Strategic Partnership was elevated to a Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership in 2010.

Why Russia matters: Russia remains important to India's defence inventory, energy diversification and Eurasian diplomacy. It is also a
permanent member of the UN Security Council.

Why the war complicates ties: Western sanctions, payment systems, shipping/insurance and Russia's closer relationship with China
create strategic and commercial constraints for India.

PRELIMS FACTUAL - MUST REVISE

« Bishkek is the capital of Kyrgyzstan.

¢ SCO is a Eurasian organisation; India is a full member.

¢ India and Russia use the Annual Summit as the highest institutionalised bilateral political mechanism.

« Strategic autonomy means independent decision-making and diversified partnerships; it is not equivalent to neutrality on every
issue.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE - ANALYSIS

* Energy security: Russian energy can diversify supply and moderate import costs, but sanctions/payment risks must be managed.
» Defence: Legacy dependence creates maintenance/spares requirements even as India diversifies suppliers and indigenises
production.

* Diplomacy: India seeks dialogue and negotiated settlement while maintaining ties with Russia, Europe, the US and Ukraine.

« China factor: A Russia increasingly dependent on China can alter Eurasian power balances, giving India an interest in retaining
independent Russia ties.

» Trade imbalance: Large commodity imports require greater Indian exports and investment to make the relationship economically
balanced.

» Way forward: Expand pharmaceuticals, engineering and services exports; strengthen connectivity/payment resilience; co-produce
defence technology; maintain principled support for diplomacy and international law.

ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Strategic autonomy = national interest + diversified partnerships + dialogue with all sides + avoidance of single-bloc dependence

Source note: Current reporting: Indian Express, 1 Sep 2026; MEA statements on India-Russia partnership.
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7. 4th Indo-German Environment Forum - 'Together For More Resilience'

GS-lI: Bilateral relations; GS-IlI: Environment, climate finance, green technology

India and Germany are holding the 4th Indo-German Environment Forum in New Delhi on 1 September under the theme 'Together
For More Resilience'. The forum is designed as a high-level platform connecting government, business, research and civil society.

BACKGROUND / CONCEPTUAL EXPLANATION

Why Germany is important: Germany is a major technology, manufacturing, climate-finance and development partner. India-Germany
cooperation increasingly links decarbonisation with industrial competitiveness.

Resilience: Climate resilience is the ability of systems to anticipate, absorb, adapt to and recover from climate shocks while maintaining
essential functions.

Circular economy: It seeks to reduce virgin-resource use and waste through durable design, reuse, repair, remanufacturing and
recycling.

Just transition: Climate policy must account for workers, regions and firms that bear transition costs, especially MSMEs and
fossil-fuel-dependent communities.

PRELIMS FACTUAL - MUST REVISE

 The forum's theme is Together For More Resilience.

» Key themes include low-carbon industry, biodiversity, circular economy, sustainable finance, green skills and investment.

« Mitigation reduces causes of climate change; adaptation reduces vulnerability to impacts; resilience is the system-level capacity to
cope and recover.

« Climate finance can include grants, concessional loans, guarantees, equity and blended-finance structures.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE - ANALYSIS

» Technology opportunity: Green hydrogen, energy efficiency, waste management, industrial decarbonisation and circular
manufacturing can benefit from joint R&D; and deployment.

e Finance challenge: Many adaptation projects generate public benefits but weak direct cash flows. Blended finance and
guarantees can make them bankable.

* MSME challenge: Carbon standards and green supply-chain requirements can exclude smaller firms unless technology and
finance are accessible.

* Urban relevance: Heat, flooding, waste and air pollution make city-level resilience a natural area for bilateral cooperation.

* Way forward: Joint demonstration projects, green-skills programmes, MSME technology windows, interoperable standards,
adaptation finance and measurable local resilience indicators.

ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Climate risk -> technology + finance + skills + institutions -> mitigation/adaptation projects -> resilient jobs, cities and ecosystems

Source note: Primary: PIB, 4th Indo-German Environment Forum to be held in New Delhi on 1 Sep 2026.
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8. Machinery & Electrical Equipment Safety Regulation - Standards as Industrial
Policy

GS-II: Regulatory governance; GS-IlI: Industry, MSMEs, quality infrastructure; Prelims: BIS Act

A machinery and electrical-equipment safety technical-regulation framework becomes applicable from 1 September 2026. It links
covered machinery/equipment to Indian Standards and conformity-assessment requirements.

BACKGROUND / CONCEPTUAL EXPLANATION

Why technical regulation exists: Machinery can create mechanical, electrical, thermal, fire and ergonomic hazards. Minimum
standards reduce information asymmetry and prevent unsafe products from competing only on price.

BIS framework: The Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016 is the principal statutory framework for national standards and notified
conformity requirements.

Standard vs technical regulation: A standard is generally voluntary unless incorporated into a mandatory regulation/order. Once
legally mandated, conformity becomes a market-access requirement.

Quality infrastructure: Standards need testing laboratories, calibration, certification, accreditation and competent inspectors.
Regulation without this ecosystem can create bottlenecks.

PRELIMS FACTUAL - MUST REVISE

* BIS Act: 2016.

« Conformity assessment may involve testing, certification, inspection and quality-system requirements.

» Type-A machinery standards generally address basic concepts/design principles; Type-B standards address generic safety
aspects; Type-C standards address particular machines.

* UPSC trap: BIS standards are not automatically mandatory merely because a standard exists; compulsory compliance requires
legal notification/regulation.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE - ANALYSIS

« Safety gain: Better machine guarding, electrical protection and design standards can reduce occupational accidents and
consumer risk.

* Competitiveness: Quality compliance can improve export readiness and integration into global value chains.

* MSME cost: Testing, redesign and certification can be proportionately expensive for small firms, especially when laboratory
capacity is limited.

» Trade dimension: Legitimate safety rules should be transparent, non-discriminatory and evidence-based so that they do not
become disguised protectionism.

* Way forward: Phased compliance, common testing facilities, subsidised MSME testing, digital documentation, accredited-lab
expansion and periodic harmonisation with international standards where appropriate.

ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Safety standard -> testing/conformity -> safer equipment -> lower accidents + higher quality -> export competitiveness

Source note: Government of India/BIS regulatory framework; effective-date context current to 1 Sep 2026.
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9. Bank Credit Surge - What Rapid Credit Growth Tells Us

GS-lll: Banking, monetary transmission, investment, MSMEs; Prelims: non-food credit, NPA, monetary transmission

RBI data reported on 1 September show strong year-on-year non-food bank-credit growth, with industry and services credit
expanding above 20%. The important question is whether this represents healthy investment/working-capital demand or creates
future asset-quality risks.

BACKGROUND / CONCEPTUAL EXPLANATION

What non-food credit means: Food credit is largely associated with financing food procurement. Non-food credit therefore gives a
clearer picture of bank lending to industry, services, agriculture, personal loans and other sectors.

Transmission: When policy rates, liquidity and bank balance sheets permit, lower/easier financing conditions can increase credit
demand and investment. But demand also depends on business confidence and expected returns.

Credit cycle: Strong credit can support growth; excessively rapid or poorly underwritten credit can later generate non-performing assets.

MSME importance: Smaller firms often lack collateral or long credit histories, making cash-flow-based underwriting, guarantees and
digital data important for access.

PRELIMS FACTUAL - MUST REVISE

* Non-food credit excludes the banking system's food-procurement credit.

* NPA = a loan where scheduled repayment has remained overdue beyond the regulatory threshold; asset-quality definitions are set
by RBI norms.

« Credit growth should be compared with deposit growth, liquidity, capital adequacy and sector concentration.

« UPSC trap: rapid credit growth is neither automatically inflationary nor automatically healthy - the effect depends on use, supply
capacity and underwriting quality.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE - ANALYSIS

* Positive interpretation: Industry/services borrowing can signal stronger working-capital demand, capex and business confidence.
* Monetary-policy link: Credit expansion shows how financial conditions transmit to the real economy, but too much leverage can
amplify later downturns.

« Financial-stability risk: Sectoral concentration, unsecured lending or weak project appraisal can create future NPAs.

e Inclusion: The policy goal is not merely more credit but productive credit reaching viable MSMEs, new firms and underserved
regions.

* Way forward: Risk-based supervision, cash-flow lending, stronger credit information, project monitoring, sector-concentration
limits and early-warning systems.

ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Deposits/liquidity -> bank lending -> working capital/capex -> output & jobs; weak underwriting -> stress -> NPAs -> credit slowdown

Source note: Current reporting based on RBI sectoral deployment of bank credit, Indian Express, 1 Sep 2026.
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10. Manipur - Renewed Violence, Census Deferral and the Requirements of
Durable Peace

GS-II: Federalism, governance, vulnerable sections; GS-llI: Internal security; GS-1V: state legitimacy and impartiality

Fresh killings in Kangpokpi district have underlined the fragility of peace. Separately, current reporting says the Centre deferred
Census operations in Manipur following demands from civil-society groups. Together, these developments show how security,
identity, population data, displacement and political trust are intertwined.

BACKGROUND / CONCEPTUAL EXPLANATION

Geography matters: Manipur's valley-hill structure overlaps with patterns of settlement, land rights, administration and political
representation. Geography therefore shapes both security logistics and political claims.

Conflict dynamics: Communal/ethnic violence can produce displacement, segregated settlement, arms proliferation, misinformation
and parallel social institutions. These effects persist even after large-scale violence falls.

Why Census becomes sensitive: Population data influence planning, representation debates and perceptions of demographic change.
In a conflict setting, displacement can complicate enumeration and intensify fears about citizenship or identity.

Constitutional-administrative setting: Police and public order are State List subjects, but the Union has major responsibilities and
powers relating to internal security, armed forces, constitutional machinery and inter-state/strategic coordination.

PRELIMS FACTUAL - MUST REVISE

* Manipur is a northeastern state bordering Myanmar.

« Police and public order are in the State List.

« Census is a Union subject and is conducted under the Census Act, 1948 framework.

» Kangpokpi is in the hill region north of the Imphal valley.

* UPSC trap: Census enumeration and a National Register of Citizens are legally and administratively distinct exercises.

MAINS PERSPECTIVE - ANALYSIS

« Security: Civilian protection, arms recovery, intelligence coordination and prevention of retaliatory violence are immediate
priorities.

« Justice: Impartial investigation and prosecution are essential. Perceived selective enforcement destroys confidence in the state.

* Humanitarian: Displaced persons require housing, education, health, documents, livelihoods and safe-return options.

« Political dialogue: Durable settlement requires structured engagement across affected communities, including women, youth and
local institutions.

« Information governance: Rumours and manipulated media can trigger violence. Credible official communication and community
verification networks matter.

* Way forward: Security stabilisation -> impartial accountability -> rehabilitation -> dialogue on political/administrative grievances ->
livelihood restoration -> monitored peace commitments.

ANSWER-WRITING DIAGRAM

Protect civilians -> recover arms & investigate -> rehabilitate displaced -> inclusive dialogue -> institutional trust -> durable peace

Source note: Current reporting: Indian Express, 1 Sep 2026, including renewed violence and Census deferral.
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DETAILED GEOGRAPHIC MAP PRACTICE

UPSC Prelims + Mains | 01 September 2026

The earlier maps were too sparse. These replacements add the locations, neighbouring regions, physical/geopolitical context and
explicit 'what to mark' guidance needed for atlas-based UPSC revision.

Cartographic note: original practice maps using an open geographic base; not reproduced from Oxford Atlas. For the official depiction of India's international
boundaries, use the latest Survey of India map.
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MAP 1 — Sone River Water-Sharing
SONE RIVER WATER-SHARING — UPSC MAP PRACTICE

-Buxar .
Bhojpur

Bhojpur

Arwal
e Debri / Indrapuri

FZu

Garhwa
Palamu

Mark and revise: Amarkantak source region; Sone—Ganga system; Bansagar; Dehri/Indrapuri; Bihar districts specifically named in the
31 August agreement — Bhojpur, Buxar, Rohtas, Kaimur, Aurangabad, Arwal, Gaya and Patna — plus Palamu and Garhwa in
Jharkhand. Also remember that Sone is National Waterway-94 in Bihar.

UPSC connections: Article 262; Union List Entry 56; inter-State river disputes; cooperative federalism; irrigation; environmental flows;
Sone Dam-Southern Tributaries of Ganga link proposal.
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MAP 2 — Current Monsoon System

31 AUG-1 SEP 2026 WEATHER SYSTEM — MAP PRACTICE
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Mark and revise: Gangetic West Bengal, north coastal Odisha, northwest Bay of Bengal, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, East Uttar
Pradesh and East Madhya Pradesh. IMD placed the well-marked low-pressure area over Gangetic West Bengal adjoining north coastal
Odisha/northwest Bay and expected west-northwest movement.

UPSC connections: monsoon trough; Bay depressions/low-pressure systems; orographic and inland rainfall; flood—drought
coexistence; district rainfall monitoring; agrometeorology.
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MAP 3 — Bishkek, SCO and Eurasia

BISHKEK / SCO / INDIA-RUSSIA — EURASIAN MAP PRACTICE
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Mark and revise: Kyrgyzstan/Bishkek; Kazakhstan; Russia/Moscow; Iran/Tehran; India/New Delhi; China; Pakistan; Caspian Sea. Add
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Afghanistan in your atlas revision.

UPSC connections: SCO geography; Central Asia; Eurasian connectivity; INSTC; energy corridors; Russia—China factor; India's
strategic autonomy.
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MAP 4 — Sriharikota Launch Geography

GSLV-F17 / EOS-05 — SRIHARIKOTA LAUNCH GEOGRAPHY
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Mark and revise: Sriharikota/Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Pulicat Lake, Chennai, Nellore, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Bay of
Bengal. ISRO states GSLV-F17 will launch from the Second Launch Pad and place EOS-05 into a Sub-Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit.

UPSC connections: east-coast launch advantage; Earth's west-to-east rotation; launch azimuth and downrange safety; PSLV vs
GSLV; geosynchronous orbit; Earth observation.
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ISRO LAUNCH GEOGRAPHY — SRIHARIKOTA
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Sriharikota: locate the barrier-island launch centre on India's east coast; add Chennai, Pulicat Lake and the Bay of Bengal.
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10 UPSC-PATTERN PRELIMS MCQs

Q1. With reference to the new GDP series, consider the following statements:
1. The base year is 2022-23.

2. Base-year revision may introduce new data sources and deflation methods.
3. Nominal GDP is measured at constant prices.

Which are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Statements 1 and 2 are correct. Nominal GDP is at current prices; real GDP uses constant prices.

Q2. Consider the following pairs:

1. Article 324 - Election Commission

2. RPA 1950 - Electoral rolls

3. RPA 1951 - Conduct of elections

How many pairs are correctly matched?

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

All three are correctly matched in the broad UPSC sense.

Q3. With reference to the Sone River, which is correct?

(a) Itis a tributary of Godavari

(b) It rises in the Western Ghats

(c) It belongs to the Ganga river system
(d) It drains directly into Bay of Bengal

The Sone rises near Amarkantak and joins the Ganga.

Q4. IMD's September 2026 outlook states that all-India rainfall is most likely:

(a) Above 110% of LPA

(b) Between 96% and 104% of LPA
(c) Below 91% of LPA

(d) Exactly equal to LPA

The official outlook classifies September as below normal, less than 91% of LPA.

Q5. Which statement about El Nino is most appropriate?

(a) Itis warming of the western Indian Ocean only

(b) It guarantees drought in India every time

(c) It is anomalous warming in the central/eastern equatorial Pacific and often has a statistical link with weaker Indian monsoon
(d) It is a winter monsoon wind

El Nino is a Pacific phenomenon; its Indian-monsoon influence is probabilistic, not deterministic.

Q6. Satish Dhawan Space Centre is located at:
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(a) Thumba

(b) Sriharikota
(c) Mahendragiri
(d) Ahmedabad

Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh is India's principal orbital launch centre.

Q7. Bishkek is the capital of:

(a) Kazakhstan
(b) Uzbekistan
(c) Kyrgyzstan
(d) Tajikistan

Bishkek is the capital of Kyrgyzstan.

Q8. Which of the following best distinguishes a standard from a mandatory technical regulation?

(a) All standards are criminal laws

(b) A standard is generally voluntary unless made mandatory through legal notification/regulation
(c) Technical regulations are always voluntary

(d) BIS cannot certify products

Standards become compulsory for covered products when incorporated into a binding regulatory instrument.

Q9. Non-food bank credit is useful because it broadly:

(a) Measures only agricultural loans

(b) Excludes food-procurement credit and tracks lending to the wider economy
(c) Includes only government borrowing

(d) Is identical to money supply

It is a standard way to examine bank credit to sectors other than food procurement.

Q10. Consider the following statements about Manipur:
1. It borders Myanmar.

2. Police and public order are State List subjects.

3. Census and NRC are the same legal exercise.

Which are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Statements 1 and 2 are correct. Census enumeration and NRC are legally distinct exercises.
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3 EXAM-READY MAINS MODEL ANSWERS

Q1. 'A high GDP growth rate is necessary but not sufficient for high-quality development.' Discuss in the context of
India's Q1 FY 2026-27 growth. (15 marks, 250 words)

MODEL ANSWER

Demand decode: Use the 7.8% figure, but evaluate composition, employment and resilience.

Introduction: MoSPI estimates real GDP growth of 7.8% in Q1 FY 2026-27 under the new 2022-23 series. This signals strong
macroeconomic momentum, but development quality depends on the structure and distribution of growth.

1. Why the number is encouraging
Strong activity in manufacturing, construction and services can generate production and investment linkages. Healthy consumption
supports demand, while infrastructure and capital formation can crowd in private investment.

2. Why headline GDP is insufficient
GDP does not directly reveal job quality, real-wage growth, inequality, regional balance or ecological costs. A high-productivity
sector can raise output rapidly without proportionate employment creation.

3. Resilience test

India remains exposed to imported crude, trade fragmentation and global financial conditions. Strong El Nino and below-normal
September rainfall can affect agriculture, food inflation and rural demand.

4. Policy priorities

Crowd in private capex; strengthen MSME finance; improve logistics and skills; deepen manufacturing value chains; maintain macro
stability; and publish/track jobs, productivity, real wages and per-capita outcomes with GDP.

Conclusion: The objective should be not merely fast growth, but employment-rich, productivity-led and shock-resilient growth.

Diagram: GDP growth -> composition -> jobs/productivity -> incomes -> inclusion -> resilience.

Q2. 'Cooperative federalism in water governance must move from political agreement to basin-level institutions.’
Examine with reference to the Sone River water-sharing agreement. (15 marks, 250 words)

MODEL ANSWER

Demand decode: Explain the federal significance of the agreement and the institutional conditions for durability.

Introduction: The Bihar-Jharkhand Sone MoU illustrates how negotiated federalism can resolve long-standing water issues without
relying exclusively on adjudication.

1. Constitutional context
Water is primarily a State subject, while Union List Entry 56 and Article 262 recognise the inter-State character of river governance.
The Inter-State River Water Disputes Act provides a tribunal route.

2. Why negotiated agreements help
They can create predictable irrigation/drinking-water allocations, reduce litigation, improve reservoir coordination and build
inter-State trust.

3. Why an MoU alone is insufficient
Climate variability can change dependable flows; states may dispute discharge data; groundwater and surface water interact; floods
and droughts require different operating rules; ecological flows may be neglected.

4. Way forward
Create a joint basin mechanism, shared telemetry, transparent seasonal formula, drought/flood contingencies, ecological-flow

standards and periodic independent review.

Conclusion: Cooperative federalism becomes durable when common political intent is converted into common data, rules and
institutions.

Diagram: Basin -> joint data -> allocation rules -> coordinated operations -> water security.
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Q3. Electoral-roll revision must simultaneously protect the purity of the roll and the inclusion of every eligible
citizen. Discuss. (15 marks, 250 words)

MODEL ANSWER

Demand decode: Present both objectives as complementary and show why due process connects them.

Introduction: Electoral rolls are the administrative gateway to political participation. Inaccurate entries weaken roll integrity, while
wrongful deletion directly affects democratic inclusion.

1. Need for revision
Deaths, migration, duplication and address changes require periodic updating. Article 324 gives the ECI constitutional responsibility,
supported by the RPA 1950 and registration rules.

2. Inclusion risks
Documentation and notice requirements may burden migrants, elderly citizens, women with changed residence/name, homeless
persons and other vulnerable groups.

3. Due-process standard
Deletion should have a recorded reason, reasonable notice, opportunity to respond, accessible correction/appeal and a transparent
audit trail. Digital routes should coexist with physical assistance.

4. Way forward
Publish deletion categories and correction outcomes; strengthen multilingual help desks; provide assisted verification; conduct
process audits; protect personal data; dispose of claims within fixed timelines.

Conclusion: Roll purity and inclusion are not competing values. A trustworthy electoral roll achieves both through transparent and
reviewable procedure.

Diagram: Verification + notice + hearing + correction + audit = legitimate roll.
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ESSAY FODDER

Essay-ready line

Growth becomes development when productivity gains are translated into capabilities, livelihoods and resilience.

Essay-ready line

Due process is not an obstacle to democratic administration; it is what makes administrative power legitimate.

Essay-ready line

Rivers expose the limits of political boundaries and the necessity of ecological federalism.

Essay-ready line

Climate averages describe a country; climate extremes are experienced by households, farms and cities.

Essay-ready line

Strategic autonomy is not distance from all powers, but freedom from excessive dependence on any one power.

Essay-ready line

Standards are invisible infrastructure: they make safety, interoperability and quality measurable.

Essay-ready line

Peace is more than the absence of firing; it is the restoration of trust, justice, livelihood and shared institutions.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

1
1
1

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

. Why can 7.8% GDP growth coexist with public concern about employment?

. What is the difference between GDP and GVA? Why did India revise the GDP base year?
. Should electoral-roll purification prioritise accuracy or inclusion?

. How would you design a fair inter-State river-sharing agreement under climate uncertainty?
. How can India have below-normal monsoon rainfall and serious floods in the same month?
. Why is a return-to-flight mission important for a space agency after a launch failure?

. Does buying Russian oil weaken India's strategic autonomy or strengthen it?

. How can India-Germany environmental cooperation directly benefit Indian MSMEs?

. Should India make more product standards compulsory even if compliance costs rise?

0. When does rapid bank-credit growth become a financial-stability risk?

1. Why can a Census become politically sensitive in a conflict-affected state?

2. What would be your first three administrative priorities if posted in a conflict-affected district of Manipur?

PRIMARY SOURCE BASKET

MoSPI/PIB national accounts releases; India Meteorological Department September 2026 outlook; Election Commission of India
SIR 2026 material and voter-service guidance; PIB/IMHA Sone River MoU release; PIB Indo-German Environment Forum release;
ISRO/current mission reporting; MEA/current India-Russia reporting; RBI-derived banking data; current Indian Express reporting
dated 1 September 2026. The Hindu was not directly retrievable and therefore no inaccessible Hindu headline/page/content is
claimed.
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ABBREVIATIONS & FULL FORMS

UPSC Daily Newspaper Analysis - 01 September 2026

Reading rule used in this edition: At first use, an abbreviation should be read with its complete form; the shortened form is used
thereafter. This glossary is added as a quick revision page so students do not have to search elsewhere.

UPSC Union Public Service Commission

GS General Studies

GDP Gross Domestic Product

GVA Gross Value Added

MoSPI Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
FY Financial Year

Q1 First Quarter

RBI Reserve Bank of India

MSME Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
SIR Special Intensive Revision

ECI Election Commission of India

RPA Representation of the People Act

uT Union Territory

BLO Booth Level Officer

MoU Memorandum of Understanding

LPA Long Period Average

IMD India Meteorological Department

MME Multi-Model Ensemble

GSLV Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle
PSLV Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle

EOS Earth Observation Satellite

ISRO Indian Space Research Organisation
SDSC SHAR Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota Range
GTO Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit
Sub-GTO Sub-Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit

EO Earth Observation

SCO Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
UNSC United Nations Security Council

MEA Ministry of External Affairs

R&D; Research and Development

BIS Bureau of Indian Standards

NPA Non-Performing Asset

NRC National Register of Citizens

PIB Press Information Bureau

MHA Ministry of Home Affairs

NwW National Waterway

INSTC International North-South Transport Corridor
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AMR Antimicrobial Resistance

NSS National Sample Survey
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